
                         SARAH’S STORY

My experience of  The Wisdom Hospice started at an early 
age. I was only fourteen when the team cared for my dad in 
his last days. I remember the feeling of  it being a welcoming 
place and I knew Dad was comfortable and so well looked 
after. 

Twenty-five years after losing my dad, my mum saw an 
advert for stall holders at the Wisdom Hospice Fayre. We 
had always attended but never been involved and I felt now 
I could give something back. I met the Friend’s team and was 

so welcomed that I have held a stall every year since.

Last year, the unthinkable happened: my mum became poorly and very quickly 
needed the Wisdom Hospice care. I found myself  back there, now with children 
of  my own, in this familiar place going through this again as an adult. From the 
moment Mum was picked up in the transport ambulance, nothing was too much 
trouble. Experiencing this with Mum, I saw what care the staff take to make 
loved ones comfortable. I had a new understanding of  the care that was given to 
my dad and an endless appreciation for what they did for my mum. 

They even cared for me. Making me up a bed so I could sleep by her side. In the 
small hours of  the night, there was always a friendly face checking if  I was okay. 
They were shining lights during those dark hours. They gave my family something 
that was invaluable to us, love, respect, and dignity. 
You never know care like this is out there until you 
need it! 

My mum would have given her last penny to help 
someone else.  
 
So now, I am doing the same to say thank you, with 
more than words.   

I began with getting sponsorship for Wander for Wisdom, which was a struggle, 
but I got through it with support from Beth and Clare, from The Friends team.
 
Then I held a cream tea in memory of  Mum’s birthday. In November, I held a 
Christmas party at a local scout hut. I organised some stalls, games and a raffle 
supported by donations and prizes from local businesses. I raised just over £900 
for both events. 

For me, I want to keep going and keep giving back what I can. The Hospice is a 
place I hope no one would ever need, but if  you do, it’s the best place to be.  
I cannot imagine going through this without their support.

6. Don’t miss out! Please ensure you are happy with how we contact you and 
tell us if you would like this to change.

Support us in ensuring that no one has to face terminal illness alone. Stay updated about how 
we help do this, our fundraising and how you can help make a difference to our patients and 
their families. 

How would you like to hear from us? 

Email: Yes c       Post: Yes c         Phone: Yes c     
Your details are safe with us! We will never share them with anyone else. For further details, please see our privacy policy here at www.fowh.org.
uk/privacy-policy/

7. Now please detach this form, and return it to us using the FREEPOST 
address

4. Now, please tell us the name of  the loved one you wish to dedicate a light 
to. To ensure that your dedication is included in the programme, please 
make sure we receive your form by Monday 23rd November.  
Please write clearly, IN CAPITALS.

5. Now, let us know your dedication message. You will have space for 125 
Characters including spaces. Do you wish to dedicate...  
In memory of / In honor of (delete as required) 
 

Lights for Love, The Friends of the Wisdom Hospice, 
FREEPOST SEA14003, Rochester, ME1 2BR

Lights for Love
2020

Thank you
The Friends of the Wisdom Hospice 
High Bank, Rochester, Kent ME1 2NU 
t: 01634 831163  w: www.fowh.org.uk 
Registered Charity Number 284894



2. Next we ask you to kindly make a donation to support The Wisdom 
Hospice care this Christmas.

If you can, please support us, your donation could help us fund; 
  
c £10.00 - A patient’s child’s Activity Pack

c £25.00 - 60 minutes of  care from a Nurse

c £50.00 - A Bereavement Counselling Session

c My own preferred amount of: £                                  

c I enclose a cheque payable to The Friends of the Wisdom Hospice OR c Please debit my credit/debit card 
 
Card type:  c Master Card         c Visa        c Visa Debit        c Maestro

Card holder’s name:

Card Number: c c c c  c c c c  c c c c  c c c c
Expiry date: c c / c c   Issue No: c c  Security Code: c c c
Signature(s):                                                                                   Date: c c / c c / c c

 
If you would like to become a Regular Giver with a Monthly Donation please tick this box  c 

AN INVITATION........

Just before Christmas last year, more than 
600 people, of  all faiths and of  none, joined 
The Friends at Rochester Cathedral for our 
annual “Lights for Love” service, held to 
remember those who have been nursed at 
the end of  their life in the tender care of  the 
Wisdom Hospice team.  Similar events were 
held in Sheppey and in Sittingbourne.

Not this year.

The Covid-19 outbreak and the restrictions imposed to help combat it mean 
that a big Cathedral service just is not possible. Our smaller events have also 
had to be cancelled.

However, we are determined to ensure that our “Lights for Love” service will 
still be there for you. We are taking it online and inviting you to join with us 
from your homes.

As you can see from the details on the next page, the event will take a similar 
form to previous years and the service remains what it has always been - a 
chance to celebrate and remember what we loved about the people we lost,  
give thanks for their place in our lives - and give thanks, too, for the support 
provided by Wisdom Hospice to those whose lives were drawing to a close 
and to their families.

In a year when the Wisdom Hospice has been under pressure as never 
before, when our major fundraising events have had to be cancelled and 
when our charity shops were closed for months on end,  The Friends remain 
determined to fulfil the promises we have made to support both the Hospice 
and the community it serves. 

Please will you, once again, support us.

• This years’ service will be streamed online on Friday 4th December at 6pm.  

• If  you are unable to watch with us then, you, your family and friends will be able 
to view our service at any time and for as many times as you like from our website  
www.fowh.org.uk/lights-for-love/

• If  you do not have access to the internet, we can send you a DVD after the 
service. 

• When you return your dedication form you will receive your order of  service 
which will include prayers, readings, and Christmas carols.

As always, you will be able to make a donation and 
dedication to someone special that you wish to 
remember. This year we are developing an online 
book of  remembrance which you will be able to access 
through our website.  

The lights of  Christmas, light up the dark nights. These 
lights, wherever you are, will symbolise our love for 
someone special. Following your donation and dedication 
we will send you a star to hang on your tree as another 
way to remember that special person.

It is thanks to your donations that the Hospice can 
help their patients throughout the year and not just at 
Christmas.

Thank you for your support.

May we wish you a Very Merry Christmas and Peaceful 
New Year.

1. First, please fill in your contact details

Title:                 First Name:                                       Surname:

Address:

                                                                                                         Postcode:

Email:

Mobile:                                                                       Telephone:

3. If you are a UK taxpayer you can boost you donation by  
25p for every £1 you donate

 
Please tick and date the box below
c I am a UK Taxpayer and understand that if  I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the 
amount of  Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 
I want to Gift Aid my current donation and any future donations I make in the future or in the past 4 years.                                                                      

c No,  I am not a UK taxpayer                                             Date: c c / c c / c c 

Your Lights for Love Dedication Form

Office use only 

DF 

Lights for Love Dedicate a light to someone 
special this Christmas


